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Représentation permanente de la Belgique auprès des Nations Unies et auprès des institutions spécialisées à Genève

	WG UPR  – Bahrain 
Belgian intervention
1st of May 2017



Mr. President,

Belgium welcomes the delegation of Bahrain and wishes it every success in the exercise of its third Universal Periodic Review.

We acknowledge that several positive steps were taken by Bahrein with respect to the implementation of recommendations accepted during its second UPR. However, a number of accepted recommendations have not been fully implemented yet. My delegation is also concerned about certain recent developments, notably the resumption of executions after a de facto moratorium was in place since 2010 and the practice of revoking citizenship, especially where this renders individuals stateless.

Therefore, Belgium wishes to formulate the following recommendations:

R1. Ensure the full implementation of all recommendations from the Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry.

[bookmark: _GoBack]R2. To amend article 10 (c) of the 1963 Citizenship Act to bring it into line with international standards.

R3. To restrict the use of the death penalty to crimes that meet the threshold of “most serious crimes” under international law.

R4. To end the practice of arbitrarily revoking citizenship, especially where this renders individuals stateless and forces them into exile.


Thank you, Mr. President
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